Assessing neurobehavioral changes in HIV+ infants and children. A methodological approach.
The rationale and development of a developmental approach to assessing neurobehavioral changes in infants and children exposed to or infected with the HIV-1 virus is presented. Methodological problems in earlier approaches to assessment are reviewed. Among these are measures employed, impact of different treatments on measures of outcome, multicultural differences between samples, and analytic approaches to developmental data. The assessment protocol developed by the Pediatric Neurobehavioral Study Group of NIMH/NICHD/NIAID is described.